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1. Should I Have My Child Evaluated? 

 

 Parents are beginning to give this question serious thought and consideration before registering their child for 

evaluation.  School entrance is an anxiety-provoking situation for children and should not be taken lightly.  Early 

school experiences shape self-confidence and influence children for the rest of their lives. 

 

 Child development at ages four and five is very uneven and is typified by a pattern of imbalanced spurts in skill 

growth.  Thus, a four year old may appear precocious due to a display of excellent vocabulary and language 

development but may demonstrate social skills typical for the child’s age.  Furthermore, the youngster may not 

maintain the language spurt into school as other skills begin to emerge.  An additional year of development prior to 

school enrollment can provide for a more even skill profile by school entrance and increased assurance of early school 

success. 

 

 Registration for early entrance should be considered only if the child appears to be one and one-half to two years 

above his/her chronological age in all the following areas of development:  social-emotional, intellectual, and gross 

and fine motor coordination.  Early entrance should not be reduced to the question, “Can my child succeed in 

school?”  The cost of the potential “success” should be considered.  Some educators suggest that young children 

should be given extra time to develop skills and confidence as foundations for learning rather than be pushed into 

stressful situations early in the school career.  These are serious issues parents must confront in making decisions that 

will have significant impact on the lives of their children. 

 

2. Why is there an Early Entrance Program? 

 

 The program was established to comply with the Ohio Revised Code (3321.01) which requires evaluation for children 

who will turn 5 by January 1st of the school year for which early entrance is sought, and whose parents believe they 

should be considered for admission into kindergarten.  The law defines a range of birth dates wherein children 

thought to be developing well beyond their age level may be evaluated to determine eligibility for early entrance into 

school. 

 

3. For whom is this program designed? 

 

 The program is designed to identify those children who will turn 5 by January 1st of the school year for which early 

entrance is sought, with developmental levels in all areas more than one and one-half to two years above their 

chronological age.  Very few children meet the eligibility standards.  In a typical year, five or fewer children out of 

every one hundred screened are recommended for early entrance. Given this information, parents should be realistic 

about the potential outcome and conservative in their predictions so as not to create unreasonable expectations in 

children.   

 

 



 

 

4. How do I prepare my child for the day of evaluation? 

 

 Hopefully, you have given serious and realistic consideration to the criteria for acceptance before registering your 

child.  Parental attempts to “coach” the child usually only intensify the pressure and anxiety of the situation.  Most of 

the tasks used in the evaluation are developmental in nature and resemble activities typical of preschool.  Do not refer 

to the session as a test or imply that the child will either pass or fail.  You may want to tell your child that he or she 

will be asked to do some work and other fun things that will show how much they have learned so far.  Try to 

emphasize that they should do their best and enjoy themselves. 

 

5. What are some reasons children do not meet the criteria? 

 

 The basic reason is that most children are developing normally or at a rate that is only slightly above average. 

 

6. Why are the standards for acceptance so demanding? 

 

 Past experience and research have shown that most children do better when they enter school with their age group.  

Children who enter early are placed in highly competitive situations with others as much as a year older that have the 

advantage of additional life experience and development.  Only a few advanced children are ready to compete on this 

level where emotional stress can be intense.  Given such risks, high standards are intended to protect children who 

may appear ready based on advanced skills in one area of development 

 

7. Suppose I change my mind after my child has been recommended? 

 

 YOU, as the child’s parent, make the final decision to enter your child if early entrance has been recommended.  You 

will have been given our professional opinion, but whether or not you actually enroll the child is your decision.  As an 

added precaution, should you choose to enroll your child, the first six weeks of the kindergarten year are considered 

an extended evaluation period.  You or the school may decide to withdraw the child during the six week evaluation 

period should concerns arise. 
 

 

 

 

 

 


