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Monroe Local School District will be 
implementing a take-home 1:1 Chromebook 
program beginning in the 2021-22 school year. 
The district will provide Chromebooks for each 
student in grades 5-12. Students will be charged 
a $50 non-refundable fee each year to offset 
the device’s cost. There will be a reduced fee 
($25) for students on the free and reduced lunch 
program. After four years, the student will own 
the device. The district chose Chromebooks for 
their functionality in the educational setting.

With this new program, Monroe can 
offer the Future-Ready curriculum, which 
emphasizes collaborative learning experiences, 
demonstration of learning mastery through 
various options, and ethical use of digital 
resources.

“Access to these devices will help better prepare 
our students for the digital expectations and 
responsibilities necessary for higher education 
and/or the workplace,” said Superintendent 
Kathy Demers.

A parent information session on the new 1:1 
program will be held this spring. Detailed 
information on the program with FAQs will also 
be posted on the district website.

MHS Alliance for Young Artists & Writers Winner
Monroe High School senior 
Kara Dykes has been 
recognized for her artwork in 
the Scholastic Arts and Writing 
contest presented by the 
Alliance for Young Artists and 
Writers. Kara received a Gold 
Key for one of her paintings 
and an Honorable Mention for 
two of her paintings. 

Scholastic Art and Writing 
Awards is the nation’s longest-
running, most prestigious 
recognition program for 
creative teens. Kara’s Gold 
Key regional recognition 
qualifies her for entry 
for a national award and 
scholarship award.

In addition to her regional honors, Kara also received a first-
place and honorable mention in a juried art show held at the 
Middletown Arts Center. Kara’s had three paintings displayed at 
the  2021 Tomorrow’s Artist Today exhibition held on February 
2-March 4, 2021.

Monroe Student Selected for Regional Program
Monroe High School student 
Adam Duff has been selected 
for The Health Collaborative 
2021 TAP MD program. The 
program seeks the best young 
talent from across our tri-state 
region and connects them to 
educational opportunities, 
presentations, and workshops 
about the healthcare field. It is 
the 10th year for the TAP MD 
Program, with a current class 
of 65 students from the area.

MONROE SCHOOLS TO 
LAUNCH 1:1 INITIATIVE

HORNETS IN THE NEWS

Kara is pictured with her 
Gold Key award-winning 

painting - “Spiraling: Library 
of Congress.”
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Monroe Elementary will be providing outdoor educational 
experiences on its school property dubbed the Hornet 
Land Lab. MES Assistant Principal Pat Toscani came up 
with the idea after learning how one Ohio school uses the 
land around its school to provide its students with unique 
learning experiences.

“I thought this is something we can do in Monroe. We 
have an amazing setup. The pond is something unique 
we have on our campus and the perfect centerpiece to be 
surrounded by multiple learning stations,” Mr. Toscani said.

The proposed Hornet Land Lab would include:

• Floating Dock
• Outdoor Tables 
• Terraced Boulder Seating for Outdoor Classrooms
• Fossil Exploration Area
• Tree Walk
• Interpretative Panels

The construction of the project will be broken down into 
two phases. The estimated cost of this project is $35,000. 
Monroe Elementary PTO is funding $25,000 for the initial 
phase of this project. Mr. Toscani will be applying for 
grants to fund the remainder of the project. Future funds 
to maintain the Hornet Land Lab will be secured through 
future PTO fundraising, grants, and possible community 
partnerships. 

“The space lends itself to teaching and learning in 
science, but we envision it being used as an extension for 
every classroom regardless of the subject. The land lab is 
going to be a great resource not only for the elementary 
but for the entire district to use,” Mr. Toscani said.

Weather permitting, the construction of the land lab will 
begin in late spring with the goal of opening phase 1 by 
the opening of the 2021-2022 school year.

MONROE ELEMENTARY 
TO CREATE OUTDOOR 
LEARNING LAB On February 26, Monroe 

staff joined other Butler 
County educators to receive 
the second dose of the 
COVID-19 vaccination. We are 
truly grateful that our staff 
received the vaccine and 
look forward to the safe and 
healthy finish to the 2020-21 
school year!

Patti Jo Shull lived her 
life serving others. She 
spent more than 40 
years in education as a 
teacher in Middletown 
and Monroe Schools 
and Monroe Elementary 
principal for 14 years. 
Mrs. Shull passed 
away in July 2020, 
and to honor her 
legacy, her husband 
started the Patti Jo 
Shull Foundation. The 
Foundation will provide 

scholarships to students demonstrating leadership, 
character, and perseverance.

On February 22, the Shull family spoke about the 
Foundation at the Monroe Board of Education 
meeting and presented a bench, quilt, and watercolor 
portrait painted by Mrs. Shull’s daughter. These 
donations are now displayed in the Monroe 
Elementary School rotunda. 

“I was fortunate enough to have Mrs. Shull as my 5th-
grade teacher and then to work with her for 15 years 
at Monroe Elementary. The way she cared for students 
and others will not be forgotten,” said Monroe 
Curriculum Director Jody Long. “I am proud to be 
a part of the board of her Foundation. She would 
be so happy to know that we are continuing to help 
students and support their ongoing education.”

If you are interested in donating to the Patti Jo Shull 
Foundation, go to www.warrencountyfoundation.org/
donate.

HORNET STAFF RECEIVE 
COVID-19 VACCINATION

LONG-TIME MONROE 
EDUCATOR REMEMBERED



3

CULTURE
Develop positive relationships that will foster productive behaviors

FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY
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Monroe Local School District is counting on Ohio’s legislators to 
address the inequity of school funding. Legislators are currently 
debating the Fair School Funding Plan, which has reemerged as 
the top priority for the 134th General Assembly, as House Bill 1.

Monroe’s most significant funding issue is being a capped 
district, which means the district receives much less funding 
than other schools with the same local taxpayer base. This 
creates an unfair tax burden on our community. Monroe should 
receive closer to $14 million from the State but only received 
$7.5 million this year.

The state reported that $7.5 million in funding will go to Monroe 
Schools this year for the district’s 2,780 students. The district 
actually received $6.2 million in funding because close to 
$1.2 million of the allotted funds went to non-public schools 
attended by 188 students who live in the district. Students who 
actually attend Monroe receive much less in state funding than 
the students who live here but attend non-public schools. This 
practice was started in schools over 20 years ago and continues 
to escalate each year.

“Our Monroe Community deserves transparency. The state’s 
current funding formula is a serious injustice to our Monroe 
families. We are counting on our legislators to support funding 
where students attend and not where they reside. We are 
counting on them to stand up for public school education and 
our local taxpayers,” Monroe CFO Holly Cahall said.

Monroe High School student Erin Burrier participated in the 2021 Model G20 Virtual 
Summit: Climate Change and the Future of Humanity. Erin is the treasurer for Interact, 
a Rotary-sponsored service club. Each year, the Interact club completes at least two 
community service projects, one of which furthers international understanding  
and goodwill.

In February, Erin was one of 400 students from around the world who worked 
together in teams for three consecutive weeks to create original government policies 
that addressed climate change within their assigned nation. Erin represented the 
European Union with four other students from around the world. As a group, they 
had to present the policies they created to the other delegations. Erin was recognized 
for her efforts and earned the award of Exceptional Ministerial Delegate: Minister of 
Internal Affairs and Communications.

After 31 years in education, 
Kathy Demers will be retiring 
as Superintendent of Monroe 
Local Schools on July 31, 2021. 
She will become the Director 
of Member Development at the 
Buckeye Association of School 
Administrators in Columbus.

“Mrs. Demers brought new and positive initiatives 
to the District and has made a lasting mark here. Her 
contribution will be remembered. We will be sorry 
to see her retire but wish her all the best,” Mr. Dave 
Grant, Board President, said.

The Monroe Board of Education is working with the 
Butler County Educational Service Center to conduct 
the search for a new Superintendent. The Board 
expects to hire a new superintendent by the end of 
April, with an anticipated start date of August 1, 2021.

“I have often said that I am the luckiest 
Superintendent in Ohio to work for a school  
district with such an incredible staff, students, 
community, and Board of Education. I am so grateful 
for the support of our parents, community, and 
have truly valued my time in Hornet Country,” Kathy 
Demers shared.

LEGISLATORS ADDRESS 
SCHOOL FUNDING PLAN

MONROE STUDENT PARTICIPATES IN 
INTERNATIONAL CLIMATE CHANGE SUMMIT

MONROE SUPERINTENDENT 
TO RETIRE
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Board of Education
Dave Grant, President
Tim Carpenter, Vice President
Tom Leeds
Brett Guido
Leslie Stone

Monroe Board of 
Education Office
500 Yankee Road
513-539-2536

Monroe Primary School
225 Macready Avenue
513-360-0700

Monroe Elementary
230 Yankee Road
513-539-8101

Monroe Junior/Senior High
220 Yankee Road
513-539-8471

Follow Us on Facebook!
Monroe Local Schools  
@MLSDHomeoftheHornets

Monroe Local School District’s 
kindergarten registration is 
open for the 2021-2022 school 
year. To enroll in kindergarten, 
a child must be five years old 
on or before August 1, 2021.

Registration is online at www.
monroelocalschools.com. If 
you have any questions, please 
call the Monroe Primary Office 
at 513-360-0700.

Creating a culture of kindness at school helps foster 
student’s social, emotional, and academic growth. To 
help support this mission, Monroe Schools celebrated 
Random Acts of Kindness Week in February. Our 
schools celebrated daily themes and dress-up days 
during the week. 

Each day students were challenged to perform an 
act of kindness. Students showed kindness by 
opening doors for others, writing kind notes to their 
classmates or teachers, picking up trash found in the building, 
and complimenting someone. Students were also challenged to show 
kindness to someone at home by helping their families do a chore such as; 
doing the dishes, taking out the trash, or cleaning the bathroom.

Kindness Week is one of many ways we build a positive culture in our schools. 
Our commitment is to teach and practice positive behaviors and relationships 
at all times.

KINDERGARTEN 
REGISTRATION 
FOR 2021-2022

SCHOOLS CELEBRATE KINDNESS WEEK


